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To all Friends of the Detroit River, 
 
The Friends of the Detroit River (FDR) has had another successful year, in working toward a better 
Detroit River.  Support from our friends and members continues to be strong, and allows us to move 
forward with our important programs.   
 
Improvements in the river continue to be noted and celebrated.  It was determined that lake sturgeon 
and whitefish were spawning on the new reef constructed near Fighting Island.  With the addition of 
358 acres of wetlands in Gibraltar, the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge now includes over 
5600 acres.  Work on Phase II of the Tricentennial State Park in Detroit is underway.  Riverside 
Kayak Connection celebrated its fifth anniversary earlier this year, and we have seen a huge increase 
in kayaking on the Detroit River in that time, largely as a result of their efforts in promoting the 
sport. 
 
It has been a busy year for FDR events.  February is the time for our Shiver on the River at Belle 
Isle, and this was our tenth annual.  Also in February, we co-sponsored (with U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service) a Humbug Marsh Public Use Forum.  Our Riverkeeper Dinner at the Wyandotte Boat Club in 
March was a rousing success, with the usual good friends and good food.  New this year was our spon-
sorship of the Palmer Park Green Art Fair in June.  In partnership with the University of Michigan-
Dearborn, FDR presented a showing of “A Sense of Wonder,” a film based on the life and works of Ra-
chel Carson.  September brought our annual River Cruise, this year showcasing the lower Detroit 
River. 
 
Once again this year, our Riverkeeper program, led by Riverkeeper Bob Burns, was very active.  The 
Riverkeeper carried out his usual river patrols, as well as his extensive outreach activities, working 
with local elected officials, citizens and industry.  In April, our 8th annual River Cleanup removed a 
great deal of debris from the river’s shorelines and islands, thanks to the many volunteers who helped 
make a difference on our river.  Our Riverkeeper’s most visible achievement was the Frank & Poet 
shoreline stabilization project in Trenton, now in its second season and nearly complete. 
 
A sad note in an otherwise positive year was the loss of our Office Manager, Nancy Holcomb, in an 
automobile crash in March.  She was a most valuable part of FDR, and she will be missed. 
 
All the activities and accomplishments of the 
Friends of the Detroit River are made possible by 
the hard work and generosity of our friends, mem-
bers, and board members.  We would like to thank 
you all and hope you will join us in making a differ-
ence for our river in the years to come. 
 
 
David Howell , Chair 
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GENERAL  ACTIVITIES 
 
The Friends of the Detroit River has been very active this past year. We have been net-
working with many other organizations throughout the region to address the environmental 
issues related to the river.  The office is going into its fourth year at its location in Trenton 
 

The address is 2674 W, Jefferson, LL1, Trenton, MI 48183 
(Northwest corner of W. Jefferson and St. Joseph) 

The phone number is: 734.675.0141 
 

MAILING ADDRESS IS: 
P.O. Box 725 

Trenton, MI  48183 
 
You are welcome to come and visit the office. Hours are Mon—Thu from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
and say hi to our new office manager—Tricia Blicharski. 
 
 
FDR LOSES A DEAR FRIEND 
 
In many ways, Nancy Holcomb was the heart and soul of 
the Friends of the Detroit River (FDR).  As FDR’s Of-
fice Manager since the fall of 2005, Nancy was a famil-
iar face to FDR members and friends, both at the of-
fice and at FDR events.  Many knew her by voice only, as 
she handled calls to the FDR office, and dealt with 
members, friends, and media.  To FDR board members, 
she was always a cheerful  presence, and often the calm 
in the center of the storm. 
 
Nancy died on March 23, as a result of injuries suffered in an automobile crash.  She and 
her husband, Ray, were on their way home from their cottage near Gladwin, after celebrat-
ing their fourth wedding anniversary.  Ray was injured in the crash, but is recovering.  She 
is survived by her husband, Ray, her son, Matthew Bellehumeur, her daughter, Krystle Clear, 
her brother, L. Jay Hansen, and three grandchildren. 
 
Nancy’s concern for the environment was evident in her commitment to FDR.  Her arrange-
ment with FDR was for twenty hours a week, but she put in much more time than that, work-
ing from home, attending evening meetings, and helping at FDR events.  Her success as FDR 
Office Manager resulted not only from her administrative skills and experience, but from 
her understanding of and commitment to FDR’s mission. 
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Now that she is gone, we appreciate Nancy’s contributions to the organization even more, as 
we realize how much she did for FDR.  She is and will be missed. Nancy’s family asked that 
any donations in her memory be made to the Friends of the Detroit River, which resulted in 
over $1400 in donations.  Using some of that money, a bench has been installed in her mem-
ory at our Frank and Poet project in Trenton, a project Nancy had helped with.  We hope to 
have a dedication ceremony for the bench and the Frank and Poet project this fall. 
 
 
MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENT 
 
Our greatest achievement this year has been the 
completion of the shoreline restoration project on 
the Frank & Poet Creek in Trenton. We received a 
grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
to rehabilitate over 300 feet of the shoreline in 
Trenton, just downstream from the West Rd. bridge.  
The project is a huge success and there are plans for 
a major dedication next spring. Watch for further 
information 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE — Charlie Bristol 
 
The fiscal year 2008  was very active. In addition to the membership revenues, the Friends 
of the Detroit River received funds from several events including bingo. As of this publica-
tion, the total income and expenses for the fiscal year 2008 (not including the grants) are: 
 

Opening Balance $  84,167.20 (October 2008) 
Total Income $204,505.90 
Total Expenses $155,261.39 
Ending Balance $133,411.71 on 9/18/09 (September 2009) 

 
In addition to the general funds, the Friends have several active grants including 

 
ERB Foundation -  $15,000 General operations funding 
Great Lakes Commission - $ 7,000  Area of Concern Beneficial Use Research 
Alliance of Downriver Watersheds - $ 4,000  Watershed Activities 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE — Charlie Bristol 

 
The Friends of the Detroit River now has over 1100 
members.  The growth of FDR is the result of our 
belief that membership is the heart of our organiza-
tion and is responsible for providing the public 
awareness, leadership, energy, and commitment that 
has enabled FDR to achieve its objectives. New 
members provide renewed leadership and grass 
roots support required to successfully initiate and 
complete environmental projects.  Public support is 
essential in advancing sound environmental public 
policy vis-à-vis our precious natural resource, the 
Detroit River.   
 
Our membership vision encompasses the Metropoli-
tan Detroit area, the state of Michigan, and On-
tario, Canada.  Increasing public participation in environmental issues and activities, which 
affect the Detroit River watershed and habitats, is our goal.  We are making a special ef-
fort to actively engage our members and others interested in being a part of our vision, of 
restoring, preserving, and protecting our natural environment in the interests of a healthy 
environment for our children. 
 
REMEMBER: Renew your memberships…and ask a friend to join us ! 
 
 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE—Ed Sperkowski 
 

The Education Committee achieved, and indeed, surpassed its expectations during the 
2008—2009 fiscal year.  An emphasis on educating the public  about the Friends of the De-
troit River and its mission was our main goal.  We accomplished this by setting up book sales 
and information booths at the following venues. 
• Several weekends in December at the FDR office.  Sale items for gifts were well re-

ceived. 
• Shiver on the River  held at the historic casino on Belle Isle. 
• The MUCC sponsored Outdorama in Novi. 
• Kensington Nature Center for Heron Fest. 
• Osprey Fest, also held at Kensington. 
• Grosse Ile Fest. 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 

LIFE 14 

CHARTER / RIVER 
GUARDIAN 

55 
18 

INDIVIDUAL 601 

SENIOR /  
STUDENT 

258 

FAMILY 307 

ORGANIZATION 45 

BUSINESS /  
CORPORATE 

 
9 
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• Outside the FDR office at the Trenton Street Fair. 
• At the Wyandotte Boat Club for the annual Riverkeeper Dinner fundraiser. 
• Downtown Detroit for River Days. 
• Pontiac for Arts, Beats, and Eats. 
• Lake Erie Metropark for Hawk Fest. 
• Pt. Mouillee for Ducks Unlimited. 
 
 
RIVERKEEPER—Bob Burns 

We are closing in on the end of the seventh full year of the Riverkeeper program. Much has 
been accomplished since our start in May of 2003. It seems like it was only yesterday that 
we first heard of the Waterkeeper Alliance organization and made our initial inquires about 
forming our own Riverkeeper group.  As we look back on the past seven years, it is truly 
amazing to see just how much we have accomplished. 

After the formation of our Riverkeeper Committee, our mission statement and goals, we im-
mediately set out to develop a variety of programs that would truly make a difference in our 
river’s water quality. Such programs as the creation of our Storm Drain Labeling Campaign, 
where thousands of “No Dumping Drains to River” storm drain markers have been purchased 
and affixed to street side storm drains in over a dozen communities in the Downriver area. 
These programs show that we can work effectively to coordinate other area organizations 
and communities to make a joint and concerted effort to improve our region’s water quality. 

We have also continued the development of a number of education tools, including several 
PowerPoint presentations that have been given to local area school children, civil groups and 
organizations over the past year. These programs focus on water quality problems that are 
created when excessive pollutants such as fertilizers, detergents, trash, and automobile 
fluids get into our storm drain systems. In combination, all of our different informational 
programs have helped to educated hundreds of children and adults to the importance of our 
river, its ecology and the need of each of us to become its steward. 

We continued to work throughout this year observing discharge outfalls from storm drains 
industrial and municipal waste treatment plants along the Detroit River, reporting any un-
usual occurrences that we saw. Through this effort, we are helping our state and federal 
agencies extend their authority in an economic climate where their field observation ef-
forts have been greatly cut back. 

 In conjunction with our own observation program, we have made available on our website 
and at various public events our “Citizens Guide to Reporting Marine Pollution”. This guide 
was created to promote the participation of local boaters and residents as to how they can 
get involved in reporting any unusual occurrences that they might see along the river.  As 
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part of this same program, we have continued to install our “Report Marine Pollution” signs 
at local marinas and yacht clubs.  

This year we also began working towards the completion of our two and a half year long 
Frank and Poet Creek Restoration Project, in Trenton. This has been an extremely success-
ful venture with not only the improvements that we have made to the surrounding creek’s 
habitat, but also with all of the cooperation that we have received from all of our partners. 
Also very important was the great volunteer support that we have had from the public and 
our member’s during our volunteer planting events. 

Throughout the year, the Riverkeeper program has also taken a very active role in a number 
of other programs, such as support of the International Wildlife refuge, increasing public 
access to the river, promotion of riparian corridors, increasing recreational opportunities, 
protection of wetlands, supporting sustainable development, watershed plan implementa-
tions, soft engineering projects and the reduction of municipal waste treatment plant CSO 
and SSO discharges.  

FDR’s continued support of our fundraising efforts and help in providing ongoing funding for 
the Riverkeeper program, with additional support from our members and the community, will 
enable us to continue our effort to better the river for all, for years to come.  

We would personally like to thank all of those individuals on the Riverkeeper Committee, 
FDR and our members for their efforts in helping to make the Riverkeeper Program a suc-
cess.  Anyone who might be interested in contributing to/or would like to get involved with 
the Riverkeeper program please look us up at: www.detroitriver.org or give us a call at 734-
675-0141 

 

ENVIRONMENT & CONSERVATION COMMITTEE — Matt Shackelford 
 
The Environment and Conservation Committee has regrouped and has been working on topics 
of interest such as Detroit River habitat restoration and public education forums.  Commit-
tee members have been exploring possible locations and partnerships along the Detroit 
River to start a future habitat restoration project. A study on the invasive mute swan prob-
lem in the Detroit River will be starting next year. 
 
 
DETROIT RIVER RAP—Charlie Bristol 
 
Throughout the year, the FDR has been coordinating the Detroit River Remedial Action Plan 
(RAP) activities. We have been attending the Statewide Public Advisory Council (SPAC) 
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meetings to learn all the projects around the state and facilitating the Detroit River RAP  
Public Advisory Council (PAC) meetings.  
 
The excitement now is related to the millions of dollars that have been earmarked for the 
Great Lakes cleanup. We in the Detroit River want to make sure that we have our projects 
defined and ready to go when the money starts to become  available. The top five projects 
being considered by the PAC include: 
 

• Belle Isle Blue Heron Lagoon 
• Belle Isle South Fishing Pier Shoreline 
• USS 80” Mill Settling Pond and Shoreline Shoal Restoration 
• Stony Island Upper Bay Dike Reconstruction 
• Celeron Island Dike Construction 

 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
Our traditional events for 2008 were completed—the Shiver on the River; the River 
Cleanup; the Riverkeeper Dinner; and the Fall Dinner Cruise.   The Shiver on the River was 
held on February 7th and over 30 environmental display booths were set up for the public to 
enjoy. In addition, there was a magic act, dancers, and other entertainment for the atten-
dees.  Watch the news for the 2010 SHIVER !!!! 
 
The Riverkeeper Dinner was held on March 
28th and, again, the dinner and silent auction 
were a tremendous success. Keep watch for 
the 2010 Dinner !! 
 
The Friends held the seventh  annual Fall 
River Dinner Cruise this past September 
10th. The River Cruise  started from Bishop 
Park in Wyandotte and proceeded downriver. 
The annual cruise in 2010 will be in Septem-
ber and leave out of Hart Plaza. 
 
Please watch for these events in 2010 and 
join us ! 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2008—2009) 
 
Chair Person    David Howell, Riverview 
Vice Chair Person  Peter Benz, Detroit 
Secretary   John Covert, Livonia 
Treasurer     Charlie Bristol, Grosse Pointe Park 
 
Robert Burns, Grosse Ile 
Ron Fadoir, Redford 
Laurine Griffin, Dearborn 
Jane Mackey, Gibraltar 
Diane Sawyer-Holiness, Detroit 
Matt Shackelford, Livonia 
Ed Sperkowski, Dearborn Heights 
Michael Sproul, St. Clair Shores 
 
FDR Advisors to the Board 
Orin Gelderloos, Dearborn 
Pat Hartig, Trenton 
Blair McGowan, Grosse Ile 
Harriet Saperstein, Detroit 
 
Newly Elected to the Board 
 
Michelle Martinez, Detroit 

 

Friends of the Detroit River 
2674 W. Jefferson,  Suite LL1 
Trenton, MI  48183 
734.675.0141 / 877.745.1351 
 
 river@detroitriver.org 
 www.detroitriver.org  
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