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January 21, 2010 
 

Charles R. Bristol, P.E., Treasurer 
Friends of the Detroit River 
P.O. Box 725 
Trenton, MI   48183 
 
RE: DETROIT RIVER AOC HABITAT RESTORATION - UNITED STATES STEEL SITE 
 
Dear Mr. Bristol: 

This letter is in support of your application, submitted by the Friends of the Detroit River, for funding 
under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Request for Proposals announced by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, Great Lakes National Program Office.  

The Detroit River Canadian Cleanup (DRCC) is a community-based partnership between government, 
industry, municipalities, scientists, the conservation authority and citizens working to improve the 
Detroit River Area of Concern (AOC) identified in the Canada-U.S. Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. 
Our ultimate goal is to protect, enhance, and restore the Detroit River ecosystem (e.g., loss of habitat) in 
order to remove the Detroit River from the list of Great Lakes AOCs.  

We support the Friends of the Detroit River’s proposal to enhance and restore upland, shoreline, and 
aquatic habitat in this heavily industrialized area of the Detroit River. This habitat restoration project is 
an important contribution to helping us achieve our goal of delisting the Detroit River AOC. Moreover, 
this project will highlight the partnership between the community and industry that is so vital to 
improving the Great Lakes region. Hopefully, other industries will follow suit.  

We look forward to seeing this important project become a reality. Together, we can achieve a healthier 
Detroit River ecosystem! 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Natalie Green, M.Sc. 
Detroit River Canadian Remedial Action Plan Coordinator 



 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES  WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
415 CLIFFORD, 7TH

 FLOOR  DETROIT, MICHIGAN  48226  (313) 224-8282  FAX (313) 224-0045 

Robert A. Ficano
County Executive 

 
 
21 January 2010 
 
Mr. Charles R. Bristol, Treasurer 
Friends of Detroit River 
PO Box 725 
Trenton, MI  48183 
 
Re: Support for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant Application entitled 

Detroit River AOC Habitat Restoration – US Steel Site 
 
Dear Mr. Bristol: 
 
I am writing to express support for the proposal “Detroit River AOC Habitat Restoration – US Steel 
Site” being submitted by Friends of Detroit River for funding consideration under the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative.  Habitat restoration is a vital step toward removal of the Detroit River from the 
list of Areas of Concern (AOC) in the Great Lakes ecosystem.   
 
The Detroit River AOC habitat project that is being proposed to EPA is an important project for 
Wayne County and the region. The geographical features of this site make it a prime candidate for a 
combined upland, shoreline and aquatic shoal reconstruction project.  The location of this site in the 
industrialized central part of the Detroit River provides an excellent opportunity to restore emergent 
shoreline and upland habitat so vital to our urban areas.  The “Detroit River AOC Habitat Restoration – 
US Steel Site” project is consistent with the goals and objectives of the management plan for the 
Combined Downriver watershed which contains the US Steel site.  The Combined Downriver 
Watershed Management Plan was developed by the Alliance of Downriver Watersheds, a consortium 
of 23 communities and public agencies including Wayne County.   
 
The Great Lakes region has been hard hit by the recent economic slowdown. The Great Lakes are a 
crucial component of our economy and their restoration and protection is vital to ensuring a brighter 
future for our region. Restoring the Detroit River AOC will contribute significantly to the economic 
goals of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) and of Wayne County, whose eastern border is 
defined by the Detroit River.  This project presents a unique opportunity to put people to work 
restoring resources that provide economic development in our urban areas. 
 
We support the Friends of Detroit River in this project and urge the EPA to sustain environmental 
restoration in the Great Lakes by funding this very important project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kelly A. Cave, P.E. 
Director, Water Quality Management Division  



 

 

 

 

January 22, 2010 

 

Mr. Charles R. Bristol, FDR Treasurer 

PO Box 725 

Trenton, MI  48183 

 

Dear Mr. Bristol, 

 

On behalf of Michigan Sea Grant, I am writing to express our support for the Friends of Detroit River 

proposal being submitted to restore habitat in the Detroit River Area of Concern (AOC).  The proposal 

entitled Detroit River AOC Habitat Restoration – US Steel Site is vital to the restoration of the AOC. 

Michigan Sea Grant is dedicated to the protection and sustainable use of the Great Lakes and coastal 

resources. 

 

The Detroit River AOC habitat project that is being proposed to EPA is an important project for 

the region. The geographical features of this site make it a prime candidate for a combined upland, 

shoreline and aquatic shoal reconstruction project.  The location of this site in the central part of the 

Detroit River, which is highly industrialized, provides an excellent opportunity to restore emergent 

shoreline and upland habitat so important to our urban areas. We support this project and its efforts to 

restore these types of plant communities in an area that has lost 97% of its coastal wetlands.     

 

Again, we support the Friends of Detroit River in this project and urge the EPA to continue its support for 

environmental restoration in the Great Lakes by funding this very important project. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Mary Bohling 

Urban Educator Southeast MI 

640 Temple, 6
th

 Floor . Detroit, MI 48201 . Phone: (313) 833.3275  








