
Detroit River PAC Meeting notes 

Monday, July 20, 2015 2 – 4pm 

Friends of the Detroit River Office, 20600 Eureka Rd., Taylor, MI 48180 

1. PAC Administration 
a. Agenda comments/revisions/additions 
b. Introductions – see attached sign in sheet. 

2. Updates 
a. Michigan Water Strategy – Mary Bohling Community Conversations, Detroit 7/28 6pm 

@ the outdoor adventure center; Ann Arbor 7/29 7pm 
b. Detroit River Canadian Cleanup – no update 
c. Green Infrastructure – Mary Bohling 

i. MI Sea Grant and SEMCOG presenting a series of 4 workshops. 3rd in series is 
tomorrow from 9am-2pm – code audits. Online registration. 8/20 is the 4th 
workshop. 

ii. Earlier workshops presentations should be available on the SEMCOG website. 
d. Sediment map poster – Sam Lovall 

i. Maps are available and here. 
ii. Submitting for an award in the communication category Michigan Chapter ASLA. 

Awards will be presented in October at meeting in Ypsilanti. 
e. EPA Sediment Characterization Status – Rose Ellison, EPA 

i. Report not finalized but they have identified 7-8 sediment hot spots in the lower 
Detroit River (from toll bridge down). 

ii. PAC support grant will form technical committee to focus on the impacts from 
the contaminated sediment on the benthic community. 

iii. PAC provided comment during public comment period on project to build 
fishing pier and boat dock at Humbug Marsh requesting that the project 
personnel review the EPA sediment report and take appropriate measures. 

f. Grants 
i. Stony Island – Application, John O’Meara 

1. Unofficial notice from NOAA of award. Year 1 guarantee (north shoal), 
year 2 (west shoal) and 3 (south shoal) will be dependent upon 
additional funds available from federal government for GLRI. New QAPP 
and construction documents this fall, then construction will start next 
year. 

ii. Belle Isle Invasive Species Control project – Sam Lovall 
1. Contract going to Plantwise. To address concerns of EPA and DNR, there 

is the possibility that they will extend the contract to allow for 
additional treatments. Due to the low overall cost from Plantwise, this 
additional scope and schedule will likely be at no additional cost. 



2. Educational component – bulk was done last year. Last week 38,000 
students on the island that were exposed to invasive species education. 
Wayne State University is also doing sampling of plant DNA to 
determine if there are any invasive species that may become nuisance. 

a. Educational brochures were printed to educate and peak 
interest of the lay person. MNFI books will also be on 
permanent display at the Belle Isle Nature Zoo. 

iii. Lake Okanoka 
1. This Wednesday there will be a workshop to present analysis work and 

brainstorm design solutions. 
2. Last 4 months working in flat woods to get better understanding of the 

hydrology. Based on studies, bringing Lake Okanoka online to 
surrounding features will not have a negative impact on the hydrology 
of the island. 

3. Finished aquatic sampling and geotechnical. 3 heavy metals (close to SE 
MI background levels) in sediment of the lake. 

4. Will provide project update presentation at PAC meeting in September. 
iv. Milliken State Park – Jeff Braunscheidel, no update. Mary requested a 20 minute 

update at September 21st meeting. 
g. Detroit River Reefs Status – rock is being ordered, mobilizing for pre-construction 

survey. Faust Corp was awarded the contract. Signs posted at Wyandotte boat launch, 
Ecorse boat launch, several bait shops. Letters to land owners went out. Information 
provided to municipalities. Grassy Island complete by end of summer. 

h. SPAC, Facilitation and PAC support grants – Mary Bohling 
i. Meeting tomorrow (Bob and Mary will attend). Office of the Great Lakes will be 

facilitating the PAC support grants now instead of GLC. 
ii. Our PAC expressed our concerns to John Allen via a letter. 

1. AOC Coordinators are already overburdened. 
2. If potential issues come up with the local PAC and EPA, the MDEQ may 

be in a position that diminishes the concerns of the local PAC because 
the independent contractor is now removed from the equation. 

3. OGL decided to keep the grant facilitation responsibility. 
i. PAC Member Updates 

i. Bob Burns – Detroit is creating a Stormwater ordinance. 
ii. Jeff B. – Outdoor Adventure Center now open at Milliken State Park. $5 adults, 

$3 seniors and children 2-12, free for kids under 2. 
iii. Peter Benz – 20 people from working group of Detroit City Council’s sub-

committee on green infrastructure will be heading to San Francisco in late fall 
for a fact finding mission on utilizing green infrastructure for stormwater 
treatment. 



iv. Dean T. – Has any flow monitoring been conducted in the vicinity of the Ft. 
Wayne reef expansion location? (no) Can the sensors be installed and left in 
place? (no – they are interested in using side-scanning radar). 

v. Sam Lovall – FDR in collaboration with Wayne County on an invasive species 
control grant – providing information on locations of invasive species as well as 
some educational opportunities. 

vi. Tricia B – FDR River Cruise September 3rd. 
3. Next Meeting dates: 

a. September 21, 2015; 2-4pm @ ECT Detroit Office 
b. November 9, 2015 – may be moved to different date 

4. Adjourn 

 



Detroit River PAC Meeting notes 

Monday, November 9, 2015 2 – 4pm 

ECT, Inc. Detroit Office, 1155 Brewery Park Blvd., Suite 115, 
Lower Conference Room, Detroit, MI 48207 

1. PAC Administration 
a. Agenda comments/revisions/additions 
b. Introductions – see attached sign in sheet. 

2. Presentation 
a. EPA Sediment Characterization Status – Rose Ellison, EPA 

• Celeron Island (Spet 2013) 
• Mid/lower Trenton Channel (oct 2014) 
• Upper Trenton channel 
• River rouge/ecorse shoreline (Oct. 2013) Mouth of ecorse to rouge 
• Riverbend Area (Head of old channel to cobo) – Nov 2015 
• Harbortown area (April 2016) 

Sampling completed for Celeron, mi/lower trenton channel, upper Trenton Channel, 
river rouge/ecorse shoreline. Layers of data created and evaluated. Concentration 
information was also digested to a level of comparison to determine toxicity. 
Methodology followed that which was done by the Rouge as it is transferrable. 

3. Sediment Technical Sub-Committee Formation 
a. Share list of Committee Invites – Bob Burns 

i. Will include original sediment team 
ii. Any others that should be included, send their information to Tricia. 

b. Dates to avoid for meeting? – Late Nov, early Dec 
i. Will send out a Doodle poll for participants. 

 
4. Fish & Wildlife Project Prioritization – to be discussed further at next PAC meeting based on 

further discussions with NOAA and GLC. 
a. Stony Island Construction – funded 
b. Okonoka Construction – needs funding 
c. Miliken Construction - funded 
d. Celeron Construction – 2-3 years 
e. South Hennepin Marsh 
f. Detroit River Reefs – funded through other sources 
g. Sugar 
h. Detroit Parks 
i. North Hennepin 
j. Belle Isle Flatwoods (design) 



5. Updates 
a. Grants 

i. Stony Island – Approved, Sam Lovall 
1. Officially funded through a portion of Phase 1. 

ii. Lake Okonoka 
1. Proposed to remove stoplog structure from between Blue Heron 

Lagoon and Lake Okonoka. Disconnect the roadway on the north side of 
the island. Dredging spoils to be placed onsite just north of the island to 
direct flow from the flatwoods to the northeast side of the lake. 

iii. Belle Isle Invasive Species Control project – Sam Lovall 
1. 2014 – 43 acres phrag, 1, jap knotweek, 3 purple loosestrife, 0 reed 

canary grass 
2. 2015 – 30 phrag, 1 jap knotweek, 10 purple loosestrife, 16 reed canary 

grass 
iv. Wayne County Invasive Species – Bob Burns 

1. Did invasive mapping at Elizabeth Park and Gateway site. 
v. PAC Support Grant –Tricia Blicharski 

1. Received funding. 
vi. Milliken State Park  

1. Funded $800,000 design/build. 
2. Hoping to get additional funding 
3. DNR needs to go through DTMB 
4. Will bid a design contractor. 

b. Detroit River Reefs Status –  
i. Currently working on Grassy Island. Placed upper end of Grassy Island. Should 

be finished in next 2-3 weeks. 
ii. Small Fort Wayne site will then be completed after Grassy. 

c. PAC Member Updates 
i. FDR 

1. Holiday Party, Tuesday, December 15 at 6pm at FDR office 
2. Shiver on the River, February 6 
3. Water Fest Planning meeting November 17. 

6. Next Meeting dates: 
a. November 15-16 – SPAC meeting, Lansing “Strategic Planning Nov 5th” 
b. December 9th – State of the Straight at EMU 
c. January 11th, PAC meeting – FDR office 

7. Adjourn 

 



Detroit River PAC Meeting notes 

Monday, November 9, 2015 2 – 4pm 

ECT, Inc. Detroit Office, 1155 Brewery Park Blvd., Suite 115, 
Lower Conference Room, Detroit, MI 48207 

1. PAC Administration 
a. Agenda comments/revisions/additions 
b. Introductions – see attached sign in sheet. 

2. Presentation 
a. EPA Sediment Characterization Status – Rose Ellison, EPA 

• Celeron Island (Spet 2013) 
• Mid/lower Trenton Channel (oct 2014) 
• Upper Trenton channel 
• River rouge/ecorse shoreline (Oct. 2013) Mouth of ecorse to rouge 
• Riverbend Area (Head of old channel to cobo) – Nov 2015 
• Harbortown area (April 2016) 

Sampling completed for Celeron, mi/lower trenton channel, upper Trenton Channel, 
river rouge/ecorse shoreline. Layers of data created and evaluated. Concentration 
information was also digested to a level of comparison to determine toxicity. 
Methodology followed that which was done by the Rouge as it is transferrable. 

3. Sediment Technical Sub-Committee Formation 
a. Share list of Committee Invites – Bob Burns 

i. Will include original sediment team 
ii. Any others that should be included, send their information to Tricia. 

b. Dates to avoid for meeting? – Late Nov, early Dec 
i. Will send out a Doodle poll for participants. 

 
4. Fish & Wildlife Project Prioritization – to be discussed further at next PAC meeting based on 

further discussions with NOAA and GLC. 
a. Stony Island Construction – funded 
b. Okonoka Construction – needs funding 
c. Miliken Construction - funded 
d. Celeron Construction – 2-3 years 
e. South Hennepin Marsh 
f. Detroit River Reefs – funded through other sources 
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h. Detroit Parks 
i. North Hennepin 
j. Belle Isle Flatwoods (design) 



5. Updates 
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i. Stony Island – Approved, Sam Lovall 
1. Officially funded through a portion of Phase 1. 

ii. Lake Okonoka 
1. Proposed to remove stoplog structure from between Blue Heron 

Lagoon and Lake Okonoka. Disconnect the roadway on the north side of 
the island. Dredging spoils to be placed onsite just north of the island to 
direct flow from the flatwoods to the northeast side of the lake. 

iii. Belle Isle Invasive Species Control project – Sam Lovall 
1. 2014 – 43 acres phrag, 1, jap knotweek, 3 purple loosestrife, 0 reed 

canary grass 
2. 2015 – 30 phrag, 1 jap knotweek, 10 purple loosestrife, 16 reed canary 

grass 
iv. Wayne County Invasive Species – Bob Burns 

1. Did invasive mapping at Elizabeth Park and Gateway site. 
v. PAC Support Grant –Tricia Blicharski 

1. Received funding. 
vi. Milliken State Park  

1. Funded $800,000 design/build. 
2. Hoping to get additional funding 
3. DNR needs to go through DTMB 
4. Will bid a design contractor. 

b. Detroit River Reefs Status –  
i. Currently working on Grassy Island. Placed upper end of Grassy Island. Should 

be finished in next 2-3 weeks. 
ii. Small Fort Wayne site will then be completed after Grassy. 

c. PAC Member Updates 
i. FDR 

1. Holiday Party, Tuesday, December 15 at 6pm at FDR office 
2. Shiver on the River, February 6 
3. Water Fest Planning meeting November 17. 

6. Next Meeting dates: 
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b. December 9th – State of the Straight at EMU 
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